
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Just like the bright crescent moon has the unlit part 

of the moon to complete its full shape, the sound of 

our duo is also there, sometimes in the shadows, 

sometimes in the light, changing its shape from time 

to time. It’s just like Yin Yang; one thing can’t exist 

without another. We come from different countries 

and different musical backgrounds, but somehow we 

fit together. Music can make people free and open-

minded!”    

 

 

Atzko Kohashi & Tony Overwater 

 

 

 

 

Atzko Kohashi & Tony Overwater  

Duo 



Paths crossed in Amsterdam 
Despite the differences in their nationalities, cultures and 

backgrounds, Atzko Kohashi (Amsterdam-based, originally 

from Japan) and Tony Overwater (from the Netherlands) 

found common ground rooted in jazz improvisation, in a 

cosmopolitan city - Amsterdam. 

Listen to the unique sounds and melodies arising from their 

respective cultural, geographical, and musical backgrounds. 

 

 

 

Inspired by John Coltrane 

The duo portrays the spiritual world of John Coltrane, 

playing his compositions from the album "Crescent."  

They play with their own interpretation, but with deep 

understanding and respect for Coltrane’s original music. 

 

 

 

 

One-on-One 
Atzko & Tony duo is more than just a fusion of two 

instruments. Their combined sounds are almost like beautiful 

mosaic made up of small pieces of different colors and shapes. 

They make use of individual personality and roots while 

respecting each other’s differences: different sensibility, 

different sense of rhythm, and different taste of phrasing.  

 

 

 

Pure & Organic sound 

"We want to deliver the purest and the most honest sound to 

audience."  

The duo puts great value on the sound of their instruments. 

Experience the pure and organic sound as if you are part of 

their band. 

 



Behind the scene of Crescent  

Atzko & Tony’s  latest album, "Crescent" was recorded on February 14, 2021 at Beauforthuis, 

a music venue and a former church, in Austerlitz in the Netherlands. In the midst of a 

prolonged pandemic, it was an exceptional recording where two musicians entrusted their 

passion to their instruments. Atzko & Tony immediately 

bonded through a deep desire to realize the recording and 

put their best into the project. The duo was deeply 

inspired by Coltrane’s Crescent.  

 

The beautiful acoustic of the church building, combined 

with the beauty of the surrounding snowfields, resulted in 

an impressive recording. Only five months after the 

recording, the album "Crescent" was released in Japan, 

and it is scheduled to be released worldwide later. 

 

It is said that people have long considered the gradually waxing moon to be a symbol of the 

fulfilment of their wishes, and that praying to the crescent moon was a special occasion. The 

crescent moon, which reflects the sunlight and waxes day by day, is like a piece waiting to be 

fully formed. You do not just entrust your dreams but you set your sights and your hopes, 

looking forward to the future and preparing to take action. It is no wonder that Coltrane's 

Crescent connected with their hope to realize this recording session. 

 

 
*Visit the recordiing scene for the duo on YouTube:  

https://youtu.be/gRjqBxFtwqY  

https://youtu.be/toQT0dqOjjE 

                
 

 

 

Review on Crescent 

Being free and open-minded is essential for jazz. Such elements are 

falling apart from our society amid fears of Corona pandemic but still 

alive in their music. For this time, the duo is challenging John 

Coltrane’s spiritual world with piano and bass. The first half of the 

album focuses on songs from Coltrane's album "Crescent." As you 

listen, the influence of Charlie Haden whom bassist Tony Overwater 

studied with, also emerges. Haden's philosophy - not being bound by 

formality - can also be heard in Tony's approach. The last song on the album, “As Long As There's 

music” was performed spontaneously without any prior arrangement. It’s a soulful dialogue between 

the two humans. You can see the joy of life through their performance with full of freedom and 

openness.                                                                                                      by Makoto Gotoh, jazz critic 

https://youtu.be/gRjqBxFtwqY


Who we are… 

Atzko Kohashi, piano 

Atzko Kohashi, who currently resides in Amsterdam, is a 

Japanese born pianist with international background. She 

started her classical piano studies during childhood and 

has been improvising and composing since. From 1994 to 

2001 she lived in New York, where she studied with jazz 

master Steve Kuehn. Atzko has thus experienced three 

different cultures: Japanese, American and European. 

Such multicultural background has surely influenced her 

view on music and led to her unique musical style. 

“Warm, Natural and human” ''Still waters run deep” 

“Being neither too much nor too little, which seems 

something common with Zen philosophy”– critics describe the playing of pianist Atzko 

Kohashi. Whilst her musical root lies in Jazz, she adapts the melodies to her own voice.  She 

has released a series of duo and trio works with bassist, drummer, cellist, vocalist and 

trumpeter, from the Netherlands to the world. 

www.atzkokohashi.com 

 

 

 

              

Tony Overwater, bass                                        

Born in Rotterdam, the Netherlands. Tony Overwater is a 

top bassist who has won the Boy Edgar Award and the 

Edison Award, the most prestigious award in Dutch jazz. 

While a student at the Royal Conservatoire of The Hague, 

he was discovered by David Murray who was on a tour in 

Europe and he joined the group, performing in concerts 

and on recordings such as "A Sanctuary Within" (1992). 

He studied with John Clayton, Charlie Haden, and Dave 

Holland. With saxophonist Yuri Honing's trio, he 

explored the fields of neo-bop and free improvisation. In 

the meantime, he is collaborating in Arabic and Persian 

music with musicians such as Kayhan Kalhor, Rima Khcheich and the Rembrandt Frerichs 

Trio, as well as composing music for many documentaries including the Berlin 

Award winning documentary Justice For Sergei and Om de Oude Wereldzee. Thus he is 

highly regarded for his prominent and versatile musical activities inside and outside of 

Europe. He is currently teaching at the Royal Conservatoire of The Hague. 

www.tonyoverwater.com 

 

 

 



our Repertoire 

 Crescent (by John Coltrane) 

 Wise One (by John Coltrane) 

 Lonnie’s Lament (by John Coltrane) 

 Mr. Syms (by John Coltrane) 

 Naima (by John Coltrane) 

 Aisha (by John Coltrane) 

 Some Other Blues (by John Coltrane) 

 Equinox (by John Coltrane) 

 What’s New (by Bob Haggart) 

 Soul Eyes (by Mal Waldron) 

 In a Sentimental Mood (by Duke Ellington) 

 My Little Old Book (by Duke Ellington) 

 Flamenco Sketches (by Miles Davis) 

 My One and Only Love (by Guy Wood) 

 La Pasionaria (by Charlie Haden) 

And more….. 

 

 

 

 

 



Photo Gallery 
 

     
                at Fenix Music Factory, Rotterdam                                               at Wisseloord studio, Hilversum 

 

 

   

 
                    at Filmhuis, Oosterbeek                                                                      at Oosterkerk, Amsterdam 

 

 

 

              
                                                                                at Beauforthuis, Austerlitz 


